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I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself 
to Cobden Primary School and the wider community.  
My name is Clare Monk and I am very excited and feel 
privileged to be given the opportunity to lead Cobden 
PS. Coming through the doors on Monday morning was 
like I was ‘returning home’ having worked at the school 
between 1998- 2014 and my four children also 
completed their primary education at Cobden. During 
my time at Cobden, I had various roles including class 
teacher, Assistant Principal and Acting Principal. Cobden 
Primary has an excellent reputation, and I was always 
hopeful that the opportunity to lead the school once 
again would come my way. Many of the students were 
very excited to introduce themselves to me and were 
keen to know if I had taught any of their siblings or their 
parents, making me feel old!  
 
On Monday evening at our May School 
Council meeting, it was fantastic to meet 
some new parents and re-connect with 
others. As an educator and leader, I am 
passionate about building connections to 
ensure inclusion and engagement for all. 
It takes a village to raise a child and by 
building and nurturing a supportive school 
community it ensures that every child 
grows up happy, healthy, and curious to 
learn. Already, there are numerous 
interesting and exciting activities planned 
for the students to enjoy and I’m very 
much looking forward to being part of 
such wonderful school!  
 
Year 7 Placement, 2023 
Year 6-7 transition forms for 2023 were 
sent home with students yesterday.  
The timeline for the return of these 
forms is very short. A reminder to all 
families that the application forms for 
year 7 placement are due to be returned 
to the office by this Friday 13th of May. 
 
 

 

Acting Principal: Clare Monk 
SC President: Sharon Shields 
Ph: 5595 1087 
Email: cobden.ps@education.vic.gov.au  

Term 2 – Newsletter 13 
12th May 2022 

  Acting Principal                      Clare Monk

             

2022  

MAY  TERM 2 

Fri  13th NAPLAN Yr 3 & 5 

Mon 16th Book Fair Opens 

Thur 19th School Photos 

TheirCare Info Session 

Mon 23rd Divisional Cross Country 

  Education Week 

  Spelling Bee 

Wed 25th         2023 Foundation  

Session 5:15pm 
Open Night 6:30pm 

mailto:cobden.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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Uniform 
Wearing of a school uniform helps remove distractions in the classroom by creating common ground for 
everyone, creating a sense of belonging and community. Our school uniform policy outlines compulsory 
items of clothing for students and I have attached a copy of the policy to this newsletter.  Please ensure 
your child is in uniform each day in order to continue the high standards we set for ourselves.  If you are 
having difficulty sourcing uniform, please contact me via the office for assistance. 
 
COBDEN PS UNIFORM POLICY 
RATIONALE   
A uniform dress code reinforces in students a pride in their own appearance, 
instills recognition of themselves as an integral part of the school community, 
and assists in developing pride in representing their school. Issues of 
equality, health and safety, and expense are also factors that contribute to 
the establishment of the Dress Code. 
 
PURPOSE OF THE POLICY   
To promote equality amongst all students 
To further develop a sense of pride in, and identification with our school 
To provide durable clothing that is cost effective and practical for our 
school environment 
To maintain and enhance the positive image of the school in the 
community. 
 
GUIDELINES FOR ACTION 
1. A Dress Code Policy shall be maintained that provides choice for the 

students, allows for students to safely engage in the many varied school 
activities, and caters for the financial constraints of families. 

2. All students in Prep to Year 6 adhere to the School’s Dress Code Policy. 

3. The Dress Code Policy applies during school hours, and when students 
are on school excursions (Sports days/ activities are exempt e.g., House Sports days (unless otherwise permitted 
by the Principal) 

4. The wearing of ‘sun-smart’ hats is compulsory in Terms 1 and 4 (see hats). Hats are not to be worn inside. 

5. The Student Dress Code will be published in the newsletter at the start of each year. 

6. The Principal is responsible for implementation of the Dress Code Policy. 

7. Parents seeking exemptions to the Dress Code Policy due to religious beliefs, ethnic or cultural background, student 
disability, health condition, must apply in writing to the Principal. 

IMPLEMENTATION 
The “Student Dress Code” consists of the following items: 

WHOLE SCHOOL - compulsory elements of the school uniform 
include: 
All students: 
Bottle green broad-brimmed hat (terms 1 and 4)  

Boys: 
Green polo shirt with logo – short or long sleeve 
Black dress shorts and or pants  
Bottle green polo fleece windcheater preferably with logo 
Black runners / school shoes 
Black or White socks 

Girls: 
Black skorts/ dress shorts 
Green & White gingham checked dress 
Black bootleg pants / unisex dress pants 
Black runners / school shoes 
Black or White socks 
Checked tartan skirt (winter) 
Green polo shirt with logo – short or long sleeve 
Bottle green polo fleece windcheater preferably with logo 
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Professional Practice Days Term 2 
The Department of Education and Training has provided schools with the option to hold each teacher’s 
allocated professional practice day on the same day for all staff. This is to enable the most effective and 
efficient use of this day. As a result, we have scheduled our Professional Practice Day (PPDay) for Monday 
20th June. Students will therefore not be required to attend school on this day. For those parents 
requiring care arrangements, please feel welcome to register for Theircare at 
https://theircare.com.au/how-to-register  
Our service coordinator Molly is available from 2:30 each school day if you would have any questions or 
alternatively Molly can be contacted on 0457555537. 
 
School Photos  
This year our school photos will be taken by Arthur Reed Photos next 

Thursday 19th May, therefore the ordering process will be like previous 

years. 

You do not need to purchase photos before photo day. Instead, you will 
be able to view and select the images of your students. There is no need to return any forms or money to 
school.  Unique image codes will be issued to all students on/after photo day so families can register online 
to view images when they become available in the web shop.  
Registration is simple, just follow the 3 simple steps on your child’s personalised flyer once you receive it 
and remember to add the codes for all your children.  Even if you registered last year, it’s important that 
you do again this year using your child’s 2022 image code to link their images for the current year with your 
contact details.  When images are ready to view and in the web shop, all parents who have registered will 
be notified by SMS and email. 
 
All children will be expected to be in their correct school uniform on this day.  Girls in winter skirts 
please if they have them – otherwise school dress or black pants/shorts.   
 
Children in Year 6 will be required to wear their black polo shirts.  Please refer to the School Uniform 
Policy above. 
 
NAPLAN 
The National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) tests for students in Year 3 and 5 are 
being conducted this week. For the writing component, students had to write a narrative titled ‘Brave’. Our 
year 3 students completed the assessment via pen and paper whilst our year 5 students completed the task 
via the online platform. It was pleasing to see the students’ creativity in their ideas and their use of word 
choice to create an image. Every day, teachers encourage and support students to build their resilience and 
persistence when presented with challenges and it was pleasing to observe students approaching the 
assessment tasks with a growth mindset. The Reports on each student’s achievements in these tests will 
be provided to parents later in the year.  
 
How is the NAPLAN Data Used?  
 
Although NAPLAN is a test completed only by students in Years 3 and 5, it provides us insight into the 
programs across the school and is therefore relevant and important to the whole school.  As a staff we 
use the NAPLAN results to identify the strengths of our curriculum programs and also to identify areas for 
future development. Staff look closely at the data - question by question, growth data and data that can 
identify the difference in the performance of different cohorts of students (eg boys compared to girls). 
Our year level teams and leadership team then use what we have learnt to refine and improve the 
curriculum provided to our students. 
 
 

https://theircare.com.au/how-to-register
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Attendance 
A reminder that instruction time starts at 9am in the classrooms. At the end of each term, DET Regional 
office sends out various data sets about students and those deemed at risk. I share this data with staff so 
they are informed too. We want all our students to be at their best ready to learn from 9am and 
maximise time at school, especially now as restrictions have eased. 
 
Education Week – Our School In Action  
Education Week will be celebrated from May 23th-27th. The theme for 2022 
is ‘Celebrating 150 years of Public Education’.  We will be holding an Open 
evening on Wednesday, 25th May, and would like to extend the invitation 
to all families and friends to explore the school. Each classroom will step 
back in time to showcase what school life was like during the last two 
centuries. Classrooms are open from 6:30-7:30pm. The invitation is also 
extended to any prospective families considering enrolment at Cobden in 
2023. An information session and school tour at 5:15pm for 2023 families. 
Parents are our best form of advertising, and we would be grateful if you 
could spread the word about our wonderful school to the wider community 
and invite them along to our open evening. Save the date and hope to see 
you all there. 

Thought of the week  
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Upcoming Term 2 Dates 

 

Divisional Athletics  
Well done to all students who participated at Divisional Athletics on Monday.  
 

Athena Chivell 4th 100m, 7th 200m, 2nd Long Jump  

Harry Roberts 3rd 100m 

Ely Teal 7th 100m 

Hunter Woods 2nd Shot Put 

Stephanie Suter 5th 100m  

Maya Smith  4th 1500m  

  
Congratulations to the following students who have made it onto the next level, which will be held on 
Friday 7th October 2022 in Ballarat.  
 

Athena Chivell  100m and Long Jump 

Harry Roberts  100m 

Hunter Woods Shot Put 

Stephanie Suter  100m  

Maya Smith  1500m 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Friday 20th May Golf (Warrnambool) 

Physical Education         Mrs Harding 
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Newsletter Term 2 Week 1 

 
 
Show and Tell  
It was great to see all of the creative ideas students came up with for things that float. Next week our 
topic is something that sinks.   
 
Grade 2 Sleepover 
Mr Lewis and myself are looking forward to the grade 2 sleepover 
which will happen in week 7, Thursday 9th of June. Students will stay 
at school once the bell goes and play some games, have dinner and 
then sleep over in their classes. The following day is Report Writing 
Day so there is no school.  
 
F-2 Excursion 
To tie in with our Integrated Studies topic of History, we are going to visit Flagstaff Hill in Warrnambool on 
Thursday 2nd of June. We will also be visiting the Historical Society in Cobden on the 24th of May. We look 
forward to learning more about history, make sure you get notes back ASAP and 
ask your class teacher if there is any questions.  
 
Mother’s Day  
The F-2 students made a very special present for a special person in their lives 
last week and had a ball doing it. We painted pots for our Mum’s along with 
some other craft activities. It was great to get the paints out and get creative! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Foundation - 2        Miss O’Sullivan 
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Weekly WOW work 
 
 
 
Grade 1 Sounds-Write 
Each Sounds-Write lesson I am on 
the lookout for students that are 
practising their neat writing and 
setting their boards nicely. 
 Shout-out to Domonic and Tex for 
showing some super neat work 
during learning the ‘ow’ and ‘er’ 
sounds.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Information Report Big Writes 
Students in Room 2 have been writing 
Information Reports over the last few weeks 
and have enjoyed learning about different 
animals and then writing about them.         
They are all doing a fantastic job with their 
Big Writes.                                                               
 
Right is Charlie Fryers with his Big Write on 
Pandas with a lovely picture to accompany it.  
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100 days reading 
Congratulations to Charlotte, Declan and Noah who are the first to reach 100 days reading! Let’s keep 
reading everyday and add plenty more pictures to our wall.  

 

Anastasia and Jean enjoying Breakfast Club 
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Clubs Report 
Grace Hester and Olivia Bignell – ICT Club 
In ICT Club this term we are using Canva. We 
are doing an All About Me presentation. On 
our first slide we have a photo of ourselves in 
a picture frame. We’ve learnt how to insert 
photos into the picture frame. We’re about to 
learn how to do animations. We have lots of 
facts about ourselves, like hobbies, where we 
live and who we live with. We are being 
taught by our phenomenal teacher Mr. Kluver 
and our extravagant assistant Izzy! 
 
Year 4 STEM Project 
While the Year Threes have been busy 
completing NAPLAN, the Year Fours have 
been busy designing and building their very 
own Marshmallow Catapults. They have 
been working in pairs to successfully build a 
working catapult. They have had access to a 
range of craft materials to build them, 
inspiration they have found online and their 
creative minds. At the end of the week, 
teams will compete in a competition to see 
whose catapult will reign supreme. The Year Fours have demonstrated their excellent problem-solving 
skills, creative thinking, and teamwork throughout the whole process. Well done Year Fours! 

 

NAPLAN 
Majority of our Year 3 and 5 students have now 
completed 75% of their NAPLAN testing. Numeracy will 
occur tomorrow. As usual, our students have placed 
their best efforts into this assessment, have been well supported and shown a determined yet calm 
mannered approach. 
We are super proud of your efforts and look forward to seeing the results later in the year. 

Year 3-6                                      Mr Murphy
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Book Fair 
The Book Fair has arrived at Cobden Primary School! Books 
(and an assortment of pens, rubbers, posters) will be able to 
be purchased from Monday 16th of May with the fair 
concluding after the Open Night on May 26th.  
The fair will be open in the mornings before school and at the 
beginning of each recess. It will also be open during the Open 
Night. This year we can welcome parents back and encourage 
everyone to pop in and have a look at what’s available.  
Students will have an opportunity to visit the fair with their 
class this Friday and will come home with a ‘wish list’ of books 
they may like to purchase. Money can be sent in with your 
child or orders can be paid for online (students just bring in 
their wish list with the receipt number recorded on the back).  
This fair is a great way for the school to raise money to 
purchase new books for the library and any support is greatly 
appreciated.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
During Chemical Science this Term, the Foundation - Year 2 students have been exploring different types 
of common materials, such as glass, ceramic, plastic, wood, fabric and metal. They have also began learning 
about the properties of these materials, such as flexible/rigid, hard/soft, transparent/opaque, strong/weak 
etc.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Science                   Ms Dickinson

      

Library                                     Ms Plozza
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OSHC – TheirCare           

                    


